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the country to escape paying imposts escheats to
them.
Each Jyabo or Deba has a body-guard, varying in dif-
erent localities from fifty-eight to twenty men, and whose
members have the title of Ku-ts*a.1 This office is heredi-
tary. These officers receive no pay, but each has a grant
of land in perpetuity, and they have frequently the
exclusive privilege of lodging high officials and caravans
passing through their towns, a source of considerable
profit. From out their ranks are chosen a number of
officers: (1) the Ding-pon, who carry the chiefs orders to
the Shelngo. (2) The Po-pon, who watch over the chief's
granaries and crops. When the granaries the chief has in
each locality have been filled, the T?o-pon oblige the well-
to-do inhabitants to purchase seed-grain of them. The
buyers have to pay fifty per cent, interest, and moreover
give the T?o-pon a present in recognition of his kindness
in selling them the grain. (3) The Ta-pon, who look after
the chiefs cattle and horses. They fix the date of the
harvest in their districts, after which they turn the
chiefs stock on the fields whether the crop is garnered
or not. (4) The Gar-pon, or excise-men, who levy du-
ties on all merchandise passing through their districts.
Most of these offices are held for three years.2
There exists no written law for the administration of
justice; tradition is the only code followed. Confiscation
and fines are the penalties imposed for most crimes and
1 These Ku-ts'a seem to be officers    The Chala Jyabo has fifty-eight; the
similar to the Zeenlcmibs of the Deb    Ba D6ba, fifty.   Alex. Hosie, "Three
Rajah of Sikkim, mentioned by Cap-    Years in Western China," p. 130, says
tain Samuel Turner/* Embassy to the    that northwest of Li-chiang Fu is a
Court of Teshoo lama,77 p. 8,   It is     Tibetan tribe called Kn-tsung, "but
written s&u-tifa 5, literally "lieutenant,     the term Ku-tsung is also applied by
representative.7'                                   the people of Ta-li to Tibetans gen-
2 In Chala, the Ku-ts'a are known as    erally." Probably a Chinese general-
Agia, TheChinesecallthem Kn-thwtff.     ization of the term Kn-ts'a.